
 
Shambhu Natanam: 

 
There is a very interesting story told by Sri Mahaperiyaval, His Holiness Sri 
Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi Swamigal of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam 
about this slokam which is briefly given here: 
At Sandhya kalam (Pradosha kalam) Shiva dances at all places not only at 
Chidambaram. Wherever he dances, Pathanjali muni, Vyagrapada muni, Nandhi 
and Bhringi will be with him. While Bhringi and Nandhi stay with Shiva always, 
Pathanjali and Vyagrapadar are there whenever and wherever he dances.  
 
Pathanjali is stated to be the Avatar of Adisesha and is depicted with a human 
face and the body of a snake. Vyagrapadar has also a human face and his legs 
are like that of a tiger with long nails. Nandhi, the divine vahana has two horns 
(Kombu, in Tamil) and four feet (Kaal in Tamil). Bhringi has three legs. 
Pathanjali was teased by the other three saying that he has neither Horn 
(Kombu) nor Kaal (legs). Pathanjali gave a rejoinder stating that the other 
three have separate eyes and ears (whereas as a serpent form, he had a 
common organ for perceiving sound and sight), which was a disadvantage. If 
they concentrate on Ishwara’s dance form by seeing, they will miss the laya or 
thala and if they concentrate on the laya and listen, they will miss out on the 
visual treat. However, Pathanjali himself could concentrate on both the form 
and laya simultaneously.  
 
Pathanjali also stated that in spite of his not having Kombu and Kaal, he can 
appreciate the cosmic dance of Shiva better and will sing His praises. The trio 



of Nandi, Bhringi and Vyagrapadar teased Pathanjali further saying that he had 
no Kombu and Kaal and how will he sing Shiva’s praise without Kombu and 
Kaal. Pathanjali said that since he himself had no Kombu and Kaal, he will 
sing Shiva’s praise also with a sloka in which the letters had no Kombu or 
Kaal (e E a etc.) 
 
The Shambu natana sthothram has no words with Kombu or Kaal. This was 
sung according to the laya/ thala of Shiva’s cosmic dance. 

 

॥ ौीपतिलकत शनटनृ ु म॥् 

 

सदित उदित िनकितपद झलझलिलत मकटकं ं ंु ु  

पतिल गन अनन अचलपद जनन भनकरम।ं ं ं ्  

कदिच अरवस परम अद कदक िवडक गलं ं ं ंु  

िचददमिण बध दज रिव पर िचदर नट िद भज॥ु ुं ं ंु १॥ 

हर ं िऽपर भन अन कतकण अखडदय अ रिहतु ं ं ं ंृ  

िविरि सरसित परर िविचित पद तण च मकटम।ु ु ं ु ्  

पर पद िवखिडत यम भिसत मिडततन मदन वन परं ं ं ंु  

िचरन अम ूणत सित िनिध परिचदर नट िद भज॥ं ं ंु ं २॥ 

अव अिखल जगत अभगणत अमतं ं ं ं् ु ु  धत िवध सरसिरृ ुं ु - 

र िनक धित लट जट शमन डर हर भव हरम।ु ृ ं ं ्  

िशवम दश िदगर िवजिृत कर कर लसन मगृिशश पशपित् ं ं ं् ु ु  

हर शिश धनय पत नयन पर िचदर नट िद भज॥ं ं ं ३॥ 

अन नवर िवलसटक िकििण झलझल झललरवं  ं



मक िविध हगत मु ु ल लय िन िधिमििमत नतन पदम। ्  

शकरथ बिहरथ निमख दिमख भिृ िरिट स िनकटु ु ु ं 

सन सनक ूमख वित पद परिचदरनट िद भज॥ु ं ं ४॥ 

अन मिहम िऽदश व चरण मिन दर वस अमलं ं ं ंु  

कब िवयिदविन गवह वि मखब रिव म वपषु ु ु म।् 

अन िवभव िऽजगदरमिण िऽणयन िऽपर खडन परं ं ं ंु  

सन मिन वित पद सकण पर िचदर नट िद भज॥ु ं ं ं ५॥ 

अिच अिलब िचबर गल िरत क िनक धवलं ृ ंु ु ु ु  

मक सरब बलह ृकतवन लस अिहकडल धरम।ु ुु ुृ ंृ ्  

अक अनकित रित सं ंु जुन मल िनिध गजहर पशपितं ं ंु  

धनय नत ूणत रन पर परिचदर नत िद भज॥ु ं ं ं ६॥ 

पर सरवर परहर पशपित जिनत दिमख षमख अमं ं ं ं ं ंु ु ु ु ु  ु

मडृ कनक िपल जट सनक पज रिव समनस िहम िचम।ं ं ं ंु ्  

अस मनस जलिध ज गरल कबलय अतल गणिनिधं ं ं ंु ु  ं

सनवरद शिमत ं ं इवदन पर िचदर नट िद भज॥ं ं ७॥ 

अज िितरथ भजगपव गण कनक ि धनष करलसतं ं ं ंु ु ु ु ् 

कर पथृ ट परश िचर कम िच डमक च दधतम।ु ुु ुं ं ं ्  

मक िविशख नमदव फलद िनगम ब तरग िनपमु ुु ं ं ृ ं  ं

स चिडक अम झिटित सत पर पर िचदर नट िद ं ं ं ं ंु ु भज॥८॥ 

अन पिरपिन अज िित धरधर अमल कणय अिखलं ं ं ं ं ं ंु  



ल अनल दधत अकिरप सतत इसर वित पदम।ं ं ं ं ंु ु ्  

उदत अरिव कल ब शतिब िच सहित सगि वपष् ु ु ं ंु ु  

पतिल नत ूणव पर शक पर िचदर नट िद भज॥ु ं ं ंु ९॥ 

इित व अम भजग ं ं ु ु पव कत ूितिदन पठित यः कतमखःु ुृ ृं ं  

सदः ूभ पदितय दशनपद सलिलत चरण  रिहतम।ु ु ं ं ्  

रः ूभव सभव हिरित हिर ूमख िद नत शरपदं ंु ु  

स गित पर न त जन जलिध परम ःख जनक िरतदम॥ं ंु ु  ं ् १०॥ 


